
 

Parenting from the Tree of Life 

Summary Points - Visit 1 - Chapter 1 

1. Childhood is the most precious time of life! 

2. Parents, by intent or by neglect, for better or worse, are still the greatest influence in shaping a 
child’s future. 

3. A life-giving perspective can dramatically change how you view the people around you and 
more pertinently, how you parent your children. 

4. Being pro-life (in the GFI community) represents a lifestyle based on the belief that God 
originally intended man to only know the goodness of His life and interact with a culture of 
virtue that is consistent with a life-giving message. 

5. For the Christian community, the Book of Genesis contains foundational truths that give form 
and substance to an “Intelligent Design” worldview. 

6. God created a universe of all goodness—a universe that reflected His character and 
personhood. 

7. In Genesis 2:16-17, we read: “The LORD God commanded the man, saying, “‘From any tree of 
the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you eat from it [the seeds of death that are within, will become part 
of your life and], you will surely die.’”  

8. By eating of the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, Adam and Eve were not 
only cut off from the tree of life, but their action also unlocked a doorway into another world 
that God never intended for man to know—a world apart from His world of all goodness. 

9. The story of Man’s fall does not end with eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, because God then began to unfold His revelation and work His redeeming plan—a 
passageway back to the Tree of Life. 

10. Just as eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil opened a doorway to death, and 
death became part of life, God sent His Son into the world; and through His death, another 
doorway was opened back to life and God’s world of all goodness. 

11. Jesus is called: 

a. the Word of life: John 1:1 

b. the Giver of life: John 6:33 

c. the Bread of life: John 6:48 

d. the Light of life: John 8:12 

e. the Way of life: John 14:6 

f. the Promise of life: 1 John 2:27 



 

12. Christ is life, and the virtues that reflect His character convey life. 

13. Virtue and vice are contrasting life and death concepts. Virtuous words have value, 
communicate worth and potential, and promote beauty and life because they are connected 
back to life. Vice words promote failure, corruption and defeat, because they are connected 
back to death. Ultimately, vice words curse man by cursing the image of God within man. 

14. Whenever there is accumulation of knowledge, but an absence of understanding, we tend to 
move forward with impulsive judgments. Judgment then, rather than understanding, fills the 
void. Judgment is the illegitimate substitute for understanding.  

15. Whenever you step into a situation where quick assessments suddenly stir the impulse to 
judge, employ the catch phrase, “Honey, please give me understanding.” This is a non-
accusatory way of saying, “Please tell me what is going on here, so I do not make a wrongful, 
accusatory judgment.” 

 


