
 

Parenting from the Tree of Life 

Summary Points - Visit 13 - Chapter 13 

1. Similar to lawn management, there are two common approaches to correction. 

a. One approach places a greater emphasis on controlling unwanted behaviors by 
proactively building into a child’s character habits of the heart that are good and nutritive 
and that promote healthy growth.  

b. The other places greater emphasis on removing, rather than preventing, unwanted 
behaviors. This is the “spray-bottle-in-the-hand” approach. 

2. The primary focus in Chapters 13-18 is to promote healthy behavior as the primary means of 
reducing the amount of correction needed to keep a child on course and moving forward. 

3. Consider correction to be any activity that puts our sons and daughters back on track when they 
fall off, or reduces the presence of negative influences that draw them off track in the first 
place. 

4. It does not matter how old your child is, or what behavioral challenge you may be facing; the 
absence of couch time is a slow-drip contributor to poor behavior. 

5. Empathy is the ability to understand the feelings of others or to anticipate how one might feel 
in certain situations. 

6. Parents must give their children opportunities to experience empathy, while guarding their 
children’s hearts from anything that can diminish the value of empathy. 

7. Children do not gain any advantage in life by watching a steady diet of violent television 
programs or playing violent video games. Watching violent acts carried out against other people 
suppresses the human capacity for empathy. 

8. Empathy is a Life-giving virtue, so it cannot exist side by side with anything connected to death, 
including death words. 

9. Identity refers to the qualities, beliefs, and characteristics that identify one’s personhood. It is 
what a person or a group becomes known for or associated with. 

10. Children whose identity is tied to a Life-giving perspective grow to need less and less extrinsic 
motivation to do the right thing. Doing that which is good, helpful, and caring, simply goes 
along with being the kind of person they understand themselves to be. They are living out their 
identity.  

11 Parental values, beliefs and priorities will either move family members toward an 
interdependent or an independent family identity. 

12. Interdependent relationships provide satisfaction, protection, and security in the early years, 
and they serve as a barrier against intrusive values, especially in the teen years. 

13.  Peer pressure on a child is only as strong as family identity is weak. 



 

14. Instead of labeling children with titles that speak death, parents can just as easily learn to speak 
blessings over their children. 

15. A “God-Name” is the title that reflects a child’s principle strength of character that contributes 
to the shaping of his/her identity. It is the one (or more) Godly traits that are beginning to 
emerge and morally distinguish your child. 

16. Keeping in mind that a child’s God-Name becomes more recognizable after the age of six, we 
encourage parents to start making a list of those identifiable traits that are beginning to 
emerge, reflecting their child’s principle strengths of character. Introduce each trait one at 
time. 

 


