
 

Parenting from the Tree of Life 

Summary Points - Visit 5 - Chapter 5 

1. Parenting proactively can substantially reduce the need for correction. It focuses on leading, 
guiding and setting an example, rather than chasing after and constantly correcting. 

2. The types of emotional messages we send our children through the course of the day can build, 
strengthen, or weaken the neural-pathways of understanding. 

3. When a parent reinforces an emotion by responding with a similar emotion, the original 
emotion is reinforced. 

4. If a child’s positive emotional signals are not met with similar positive signals by the parent, 
then the power of the first emotion can be suppressed or lost. 

5. When parents counter their child’s negative emotion, such as anger, with a calm emotion, the 
negative emotion is not strengthened. 

6. If a child constantly receives an angry response from his parents when he does something 
wrong, the child begins to equate wrong behavior with anger, rather than with consequences, 
which are where the lessons lie. 

7. To praise a child is to affirm what he has actually accomplished; to flatter is to offer false praise 
and is usually associated with deceitfulness. 

8. Flattering words create in the child an expectation of acceptance, or a false sense of ability that 
the child does not actually possess. 

9. Parents must learn to give their children the freedom to fail. 

10. When you eliminate personal initiative from the social equation, it encourages a false 
entitlement, a life view that says, “Why should I try harder, why should I invest, why develop 
endurance, if in the end, we are all going to get same reward, regardless of my effort?” 

11. When children fail in achievement or relationships, parents should help them find the one or 
two secret “wisdom blessings” hiding in that failure. 

12. Nothing promotes the attitude of predetermined defeat more than a father who does not give 
his children the freedom to fail. Fathers who shackle their children’s minds with the fear of 
failure sentence their children to a life imprisoned by two words: “I can’t!” 

13. For the sake of your children, please remember, negative words are powerless when left 
unspoken. However, that is also true of encouraging words as well. 

14. A parent should not fear their children failing, rather fear that their children will not reach full 
potential in life because of a fear of failing. 

 


