
 

Parenting from the Tree of Life 

Summary Points - Visit 9 - Chapter 9 

1. Civility, for most of the world’s population, is a self-serving necessity. The one word that can 
encapsulate the application side of moral truth is “civility.” 

2. Civility, for most of the world’s population, is a self-serving necessity. “I’ll be nice to you, if you 
will be nice to me.” This is called the ”ethics of reciprocity.” 

3. Christians do not act kindly with the hope that people will be kind in return, but rather, we do 
so because God is kind. We do not act virtuously to get people to respond to us in like manner. 
We live virtuously, because God is virtuous. 

4. Five questions relating to civility: 

a. Where does civility fit within Christianity? 

b. What purpose does civility serve? 

c. What are the components of civility? 

d. What does our civility bring to the moment? 

e. What does civility look like in practice? 

5. Although the word, “civility,” is not found it the Bible, the concept of civility flows throughout 
Scripture. 

6. Civility is tied to our conduct, how we are to treat other people, and more importantly, why we 
are to do so. 

7. Civility, as a concept, is made up of three primary components from which numerous moral 
applications are derived: 

a. Courtesy  

b. Honor 

c. Manners 

8. Biblical civility is God’s love put in practice. 

9. In Scripture, God’s moral authority is expressed in two ways: Through specific commands that 
govern a specific behavior, and through general precepts that govern many behaviors.  

10. There are five general categories relating to civility and moral training: 

a. courtesies governing greetings, compliments and conversations 

b. courtesies associated with honor and respect 

c. courtesies that are part of mealtime etiquette and behavior  

d. courtesies used in general life situations 



 

e. crossing over: actions to avoid or actively engage in 

11. There are seven pro-social habits associated with greeting a person for the first time. They 
include: 

a. attentively listening to the introduction 

b. acknowledging the person by name 

c. greeting with words  

d. greeting with your hands 

e. greeting with your eyes 

f. greeting with a question   

g. greeting with your smile 

12. Good, better and best reflect the three levels of initiative. 

13. Before specific moral lessons are learned, children display discourteous behavior, because they 
do not know what is “expected” or what is “proper,” rather than a willful intent to be rude. 

14. The catch phrase: Do not let your voice enter a room before your legs get there, means your 
voice cannot see what is going on in the next room, only your eyes can; and your eyes need 
your legs to take you there. 

15. The three voice levels every child should understand include outside voice, inside voce, and the 
whisper. 

 


